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Oct 19: THE Bridge Day, Fayette Co. 

WV  https://officialbridgeday.com/  

Nov 3: VSS Meeting, Natural Bridge 

State Park, VA. 11:30a in downstairs 

Visitor Center conference room.  Con-

tact David Socky sockydr@cox.net for 

more info.  

Nov 9: WVCC Banquet, Lewisburg, 

WV. Social hour at 6pm, banquet at 

7pm.  

Nov 15: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 

Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr. 

Salem, VA  24153. 

Spring 2020: Spring MAR/VAR.  Grand 

Caverns, Grottoes, VA.  Hosted by Sev-

en Valleys Grotto (PA) and Char-

lottesville Grotto (VA).  

July 27-31, 2020:  NSS Convention, 

Elkins, WV Registration is open: https://

caves.regfox.com/nss-convention-2020   

  

Aug 16: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 

Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr. 

Salem, VA  24153.   

Aug 29 - Sept 2: 70th OTR at Daily WV 

Sept 20: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 

Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr. 

Salem, VA  24153.   

Sept 29-30: Fall VAR at Friars Hole 

Cave Preserve near Lobelia, WV. Host-

ed by DCG and Baltimore Grotto. More 

details in this issue.  

Oct 7-11: National Cave and Karst 

Management Symposium (NCKMS). 

Bristol, VA. http://nckms.org/2019-

symposium 

Oct 18: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 

Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr. 

Salem, VA  24153. 
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The August 16, 2019 meeting of the 

Blue Ridge Grotto will be held at: 

Jersey Lily's Roadhouse 1650 Brae-

burn Dr, Salem, VA 24153. Dinner 

or appetizers with socializing starts at 

6:30pm with the meeting starting soon 

after. 

PROGRAM - The program is to be 

determined.  

 Grotto Trip 

No trips planned at this time, but if 

one does occur, notices and phone 

calls will be made. 

BRG Meeting  

Notice 

Long Cave Lists 
maintained by Bob Gulden 

USA Long & Deep, World Long & 

Deep, & World Big Rooms 

www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm 

www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm 
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm 

www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm 

www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 

on the BRG webpage at:  

http://blueridgegrotto.org under the 

‘BRG Organization’ button.    

NSS Membership: 
Would you like to join or 

renew with the NSS?  

See this link for details. 

 

Eighteen members and guests attended 

the July 19, 2019 BRG meeting. The 

program at the meeting was two short 

videos presented by Bob Alderson; one 

was a spoof on Cave Safety and the 

other was about the 2018 Huautla Cave 

Expedition. 

BRG currently has 54 members and 4 

subscribers for 2019.  

BRG, we have a membership pro-

posal! Nick Schmalenberger, NSS 

62709, has applied for membership in 

BRG, and has been endorsed by Wil 

Orndorff! 

Nick is sponsored by Mary Sue Socky.  

Nick's letter was read at the July 2019 

Membership Updates 

BRG meeting, and will be tabled until 

the August meeting, when BRG 

members will vote on him.  

Know of a potential caver? Bring them 

to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a 

BRG activity, do lots of fun things 

with the best cavers around ~       

Cave Softly and Safely 

Member Updates 

Susan Burr: 

pondlady97@gmail.com 

Ed Saugstad: 

saugy@frontier.com    

Treasure's Report 

7/19/2019 
   

Cave Bucks $    31.64 

Conservation $  110.64 

Equipment  $  169.65 

General  $3357.49 

Total  $3669.42 

Decline in Virginia big-eared bat population 

Reported by Bob Hoke 
July 17, 2019 

Today I received a letter from Alexander 

Silvis, the WV Division of Natural Re-

sources biologist who has replaced Craig 

Stihler.  

Apparently the letter went to a number 

of cavers and caving organizations that 

have been involved with bat conserva-

tion over the years. 

The text below is from the letter and 

gives some very bad news about the 

population of Virginia big-eared bats. 

----------------------------------- 

I regret to inform you that based on 

WVDNR biologists' surveys of 26 

caves during winter 2018-2019, and 

the 11 known maternity caves in June 

2019, Virginia big-eared bat popula-

tions have declined substantially. 

Overwintering counts indicated a de-

cline of 14% from winter 2016-2017 

(winter caves are counted every other 

year), while summer counts confirmed 

a more substantial decline of 24.5%. 

Prior to these counts, Virginia big-

eared bat counts had been increasing, 

with the largest-ever maternity count 

in 2018, and the largest-ever winter 

counts in 2016-2017. 

It currently is unclear what is respon-

sible for the population decline, but 

WVDNR is working closely on this 

topic, and is pursuing several avenues 

of inquiry. In the face of this sudden 

and unexpected decline, your assis-

tance and efforts in conserving this 

species are as critical as ever. Work-

ing together, WVDNR and conserva-

tion partners such as you successfully 

grew the Virginia big-eared bat popu-

lation for over a decade. As WVDNR 

works to understand and resolve the 

current population decline, I may be 

reaching out again with additional 

information or to ask for assistance, 

particularly with regard to land and 

cave access for subsequent and follow

-up monitoring. 

----------------------------------- 

The cause and implications of this unex-

pected population drop are unclear at 

this time.  All we can do is wait while 

the WVDNR and others to try to figure 

out what is going on and what, if any-

thing, can be done to turn things around. 

Bob Hoke  

http://www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm?fbclid=IwAR2HPoxEh1lnI58tNmhrfUpmGp7nkcUuDCkmWK17n7GDuGBWlYVZUOLz_nA
http://www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR1XM6SFbZeirZIUO0moaq3wAKiTp6QaH3wZM-SHVcLt-vizDpxhUCwuNOs
http://www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm?fbclid=IwAR1BAViGRDE3TvdwR4mWEygKDpbAtMuvm91dwWeGMHS2K-JsuoWC-shtY0s
http://www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm?fbclid=IwAR05My9vUflQx2aW3lu2K0m23oPGfZSfn_yDukOgwUBrCx8BmUhr5YSCzlw
http://www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR2qDIM8QRKd24G0jnqPYncCVni8GhPFgcTrAmfIOAOEBgg0KyyshbltLRs
http://blueridgegrotto.org
https://caves.org/info/membertypes.shtml
mailto:pondlady97@gmail.com
mailto:saugy@frontier.com
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Article by Dave Collings and Photos by Dave Socky 

On Tuesday, July 23, 2019, Dave Socky, 

Ed Saugstad, and I journeyed into 

Lowmoor Cave to follow the air, look-

ing for a way to Locomotive Breath. 

We entered the cave around noon, where 

we traveled back and crawled through 

Charlie's Dig and used incense to try and 

follow where the air was going. We un-

fortunately missed the tropical, mid-

nineties temperatures by a few days. It 

was rainy and probably in the low sev-

enties when we went in the cave. But 

there was enough air movement that we 

could follow the air down through the 

formation belly crawl to the end of the 

low, wide descending belly craw head-

ing to the north. The air was going into a 

spot on the left of the passage a few 

inches high (where Dave’s map says 4 

inches high – Can see 10 feet). I’m not 

sure that I could see 10 feet. Because of 

the very low, descending makeup of the 

passage, it might be a tough place to dig. 

At least it’s fairly wide up to the dig for 

storing spoils. 

With all of the incense swirling around 

we named this area the “Head Shop.” 

We then crawled up to the left (west) 

into the slightly larger Peppermint Park-

way (Incense & Peppermints). We 

checked out the prong to the north where 

Dave has labeled “dig”. A small amount 

of air was also drifting into the end of 

this passage. Not near as much air as the 

end of the Head Shop, but definitely an 

easier place to dig. Just looking at the 

map it’s not hard to imagine that both 

leads are going to hook up pretty quick-

ly. I’d like to think that the Peppermint 

Parkway dig is taking less air because 

the passage shape and elevation is di-

recting just about all of the air coming 

through Charlie’s Dig down into the 

Head Shop. 

We also checked out the other direction 

(southwest) in the Peppermint Parkway 

where the passage ends in sandstone 

collapse (“tight climbup” on Dave’s 

map). Dave S. climbed up through the 

breakdown about 20 feet or so above the 

last station that Dave, Phil and I had set 

about 4 years earlier. He gingerly went 

up through some body-sized spots be-

tween blocks until he was in a space that 

he could stand in. He was able to see 

through another dig for 6-8 feet into 

some sort of black void beyond. This 

lead will likely require hammers, pry 

bars and perhaps more. 

Dave’s breakdown dig is in one of the 

two closest spots we’ve been able to 

come to Locomotive Breath (80-90 feet). 

And it’s pointing, at an angle, towards 

Locomotive. Unfortunately Dave could-

n’t feel any air…and it’s up in the crap-

py sandstone layers. But with it being 

that close and heading towards the other 

cave I think we have to go back and 

open it up. 

I’m more interested in the Peppermint 

Dig and the Head Shop dig though. They 

may be heading more to the northeast, 

parallel to Locomotive, but it seems rea-

sonable that the air currently going into 

those digs could make up some of the air 

that comes out of the tight cracks at the 

bottom of Forbidden Pit in Locomotive 

(about 180 feet to the northwest). 

I’m ready to go back.  
Northern section of Lowmoor map 

One with the formations  

with Ed Saugstad 

Displaced formation just  

after Charlies Dig. 

Dave getting bent out of shape 

looking for the air 
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do. We did see a couple of toads & 

a baby snapping turtle. I know we 

carried out the turtle & I think 

someone took out one of the toads 

that were near the entrance area. 
The other one was further into the 

cave. 

7/11 - DEQ trip to Goodwin's, VA 

(Tom Malabad and Wil Orndorff) - 

We did not see any water flowing 
through the gate. The cave did 

have evidence of recent high wa-

ter. Some recent flood debris was 

visible and the stream had a very 

washed look to it. On the day we 

visited the weather forecast was 
calling for severe thunderstorms 

and it was starting to rain and 

thunder as we entered. We could 

hear a ton of thunder even 300 or 

more feet into the cave. Based on 
that and the reports of really high 

water in the cave we only spent a 

few hours inside not wanting it to 

come up on us in a low crawlway. 

The biology in the cave was great. 

We had a very productive trip in 
that respect, even with such a 

short time underground. Here is a 

brief breakdown of what we col-

lected from the cave: Isopods 16 

terrestrial plus some juveniles. 

Spiders, 4. Springtails, 40 multiple 
types. Pseudoscorpions, 2. Beetle 

larva, 3. these are  probably 

Pseudanophthalmus sp. Mites, 2. 

Millipedes, 7 multiple types. Rove 

beetle, 1. Beetles, 3. Symphylan, 

1. Cave Beetles, probably 

Pseudanophthalmus pusio. 

7/12: Dixie Caverns, VA: Mary 

Sue Socky finally made it to the 

cave Gift Shop and gave the Dixie 

Crew a box of the Cave and Karst 

Trail brochures.  

7/13: Higginbotham Cave #1 - 

#3, Greenbrier Co. WV. WVACS 

Classic!  Trish Geiger and Mary 

Sue Socky led a beginner trip to 

Higginbotham's Caves.  Along for 
the trip were John Fox, Ed 

Saugstad, Bill Koerschner, Chuck  

(Continued on page 71) 

7/12: Dry Cave, WV. Participants 

included Greg Springer, Dave 

Socky, Nick Socky, and Nikki Fox 

journeyed into Dry Cave. Our goal 

was to go to the back of the cave 
to where our upper level section 

had a much decorated gallery with 

rectangular and square soda 

straws. But instead, we found the 

way around ‘The Bitter End’. Dry 

cave continues! 

7/13: McClungs Cave, WV. Partic-

ipants included David Socky, Wy-

att Hall, and Eric Steinberg. This 

was a survey trip for the WVACS 

Classic. We surveyed from the 2nd 
Breakdown down to Chocolate 

Ave, where we turned right, up-

stream, toward the 3rd Break-

down.  We surveyed 1048 feet for a 

good 7 hour trip. Also in the cave 
that day was Joe Calderone, Re-

becca Steward, Chris Coates, and 

one other.  

6/29: Culverson Creek, WV – Bill 

Walker, Doug, Jeff, Brandon, and 

a friend did the Wildcat entrance, 
then went into the other entrance 

looking for the log jam; didn’t find 

it. 

7/13: Island Ford, VA – Bill Walk-

er, Lauren Appel, and Jeff Huff-

man visited Island Ford. Lauren 
did well until she took her boot 

afterwards; her ankle is giving her 

problems again. 

7/13: WVACs Classic – Bill Walker 

participated in the classic. 

Bob Alderson: 

6/18: Shovel Eater, WV – Mark 

Minton, Yvonne Droms, Stephen 

McCullough, dig open second pit. 

6/11: Blue Spring, TN – Conven-

tion Trip lead by Cheryl Pratt. 

6/28: Unamed, VA – Mark Min-

ton, Yvonne Droms, Dave Socky, 

surveyed 80’. First try back in 2 

years. Through new gate. 

6/29: Mammoth Cave, KY Al-

bert’s Dome – 9 hours caving, 6 
hours crawling. Surveyed 35 

hours. Tim Green, Krista Bartel 

6/30: Mammoth Cave, KY – New 

discovery area, survey, Bill 

Koerschner, Krista Bartel. 

7/1: Roppel, KY – Kate Jane Trail 

– Bill Koerschner, John Delaney, 

Mandy Harris, and Boy Scouts. 

Hauled gear in for a bolt lead and 

didn’t find it. Left gear. 

7/2: Colossal Cave, KY Grand Ave-

nue – profiled old tourist trail with 

Mary Schubert. 

7/3: Roppel, KY – Katie Jane Trail 

and Duct Work, Bill Koerschner, 

John Delong, Jason Wayland, Han-
na LIeffin, hauled gear to digs – 

first one didn’t go, dig in Duct Work 

continues. 

7/5 – Roppel, KY – Lower Eysia 

Way. Bill Koerschner, Bill Ste-

phens, Mandalin Harris, hauled 
gear in to do a dig lead, windy lead 

still goes. 

7/13 – Warner Noisy Blower, WV – 

Dwight Livingston, Tim Bilezikian, 

opened up on pit – the last lead in 

the cave didn’t go. 

7/11: Memorial Day Cave, WV – 

Jason Delafield, one member forgot 

his pack so they had to go back, an-

other member forgot the key so they 

had to go back. Finally got to the 
cave at 1am and camp at 3am. Got 

to the lead, surveyed canyon, it kept 

going and opened into pit they 

named “Scaredy Cat Canyon,” did 

bolt climbs and found 2 leads to re-

turn to. Surveyed 300-400’. 

7/13: Ludington/Yates, WV – Jason 

Delafield during WVACs went and 

the ropes are gone. Not much survey 

being done since it has been closed. 

5/18: Paxton’s Cave, VA - Doug 
Feller, Susan Burr, Jacob Whitlock 

(newbie), Dominique Dziadowicx, 

Brian Mayfield, Nina Rao, Jeff Huff-

man, Bill Walker - We met Nina & 

Brain at the store in Paint Bank. 

Brian wanted to do some cave pho-
tography in Paxton's. We basically 

did the normal tourist route that we 
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Article and Photos by David Socky 

June 28-30, 2019 

 
Participants 

 Team 1: Chris Coates, Eric 
Pelkey, and David Socky – Echo 

River 

 Team 2: Nick Socky and Joe Cal-
derone – High Hopes 1 

 Team 3: Carl Amundson and Nik-

ki Fox – High Hopes 2 

 
Friday, June 28 
Nick drove up to Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV 
with me from Roanoke, VA and we met Joe 

just a little after 7pm. We waited around for 

Chris and Eric, but finally gave up, thinking 

they were really late. But when we got to the 
entrance, we realized they had parked down 

below – we hadn’t figured on them being 

early. They had already entered the cave. So 

Joe, Nick, and I made our way to the Retreat.  

As others have noted, we were very pleased 

with the low water levels and especially with 

the warm water of Sweetwater. There was 

still water in Wet Walnuts Way, but you 
could keep your chest dry. We were the last 

ones to make it to camp, getting in around 

midnight. The usual BS sessions ensued, but 

we finally turned the lights out around 

1:30am. 

Saturday, June 29 

The night before, we had decided to split up 
into three teams. Nikki and Carl would work 

on one bolt climb in High Hopes, Nick and 

Joe would work on the traverse in High 

Hopes, and Eric, Chris, and I would head to 
upstream Echo River to continue the survey 

of the stream passage. 

We got up fairly early since we had the fur-

thest to go. After coffee and breakfast, we put 

our wet gear back on and headed 

out. I had been out to Echo River 

(and the Nest) only once before, 
in January of 2018, so I had for-

gotten how long of a trip it is to 

Echo River. Of course, we had to 

do vertical to get back to Sweet-
water from the Retreat, but there 

are two climbs that have to be 

done just to get to the Nest – first 

a 35 foot climb at Bittersweet 

Falls and the other a 20 foot 

climb out of the Funnel Room. At 

this point, we were able to leave 

our vertical gear and make our 
way down the Snot Rocket. After the Snot 

Rocket, we turned north, eventually running 

into Echo River. 

Big Rock Candy Mountain is always fun to 
scramble up, through, and down, but the 

worst of the whole trip is the boot sucking 

mud in sections of Echo River. The passage 

is about 12 feet wide and 12 feet high with 
water about a foot deep, but the mud is over 

2 feet deep – past my knee. I was really slow 

going through these sections, but I never lost 

a boot. 

It took us about 4 hours to get to the start of 

our survey, which was station DAG26, 

perched on the top of a large boulder in the 

stream. Chris came up with a very appropri-
ate name for our survey, ‘Dead Men Walk-

ing’, because of the long trip to upstream 

Echo River and because of the antics we 
performed to get through the boot sucking 

mud. We started our survey about 2:30pm 

with Chris on point, Eric doing front shots, 

and I kept book. 

The stream passage actually opened up on us, 

to about 65 feet wide, heading north. There 

were steep mud banks with bedrock and 

breakdown in the stream. At DMW3 the 
passage narrowed down to 

40 feet with the passage 

splitting into a low stream 

passage on the left and high 
overflow passage on the 

right. We surveyed the larg-

er overflow on the right. 

The passage again was 80 

feet wide with a steep mud 

bank going down to the 

water on the left (west). 

Near DMW6, up the mud 
slope on the right, was a 

nice walking lead which we 

left. We continued upstream 

in the river, once again at an easier to sketch 

20 feet wide.  

From stations DMW8 to DMW10 was more 

boot sucking mud, and section we called 
‘Spludge Way’. The stream passage was now 

trending north-north east with mud banks on 

both sides and the stream up the middle. 

Passage height ranged from 15 to 20 feet 
high. At DMW16, the passage widened out 

again with upper level overflow passage 

showing up on the right (east). We did not 

explore these upper levels, but surmised that 
they all connected together and more or less 

paralleled the stream passage. They do need 

to be surveyed, and who knows, they may 

break out into an upper level phreatic com-

plex. 

The stream passage again toned down to 15 

to 20 foot wide with mud banks, but soon the 
gradient increased a bit causing some fairly 

noisy rapids. At DMW21 and 22 there were 

more parallel leads on the right as the pas-

sage width increased again. On the whole 
survey, the passage dimensions allowed for 

some really long shots, causing me to strug-

gle a bit to keep up with sketching the 50 to 

100 foot shots. Luckily, a lot of the passage 
was fairly simple, with a stream and two mud 

banks, and a flat ceiling. However, at 

DMW26, that all changed. All of a sudden, 

we were in a low wide room, over 100 feet 
wide. The stream went off to the left (west) 

while straight ahead was a mud bank. We did 

a small loop around the room with leads to 

the west, north, and east, plus a very nice 
looking high lead looking south from 

DMW29. But that would require bolting.  

At this point, it was near 8pm and I was get-

ting sketcher burn out. We had done 30 sta-
tions in about 6 hours, but we still had a four 

(Continued on page 71) 
Getting ready with Nick Socky and Joe Calderone 

Chris Coates in Echo River 
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to five hour trip back to camp. We decided to 

call it quits for the day. As it turned out, we 
had gotten 1896 feet of survey done, which 

was really thanks to all the long shots we 

were able to get.  

We had a snack and packed up and headed 

back down stream. The trip out was slow, 

especially through the boot sucking mud 

spots. I’ll admit to being the slowest of our 

team, but Eric and Chris were nice enough to 
wait for me at various points so I didn’t have 

to solo out the whole way. It took 5 hours to 

get all the way back to camp. I finally got up 

all the climbs to the Retreat around 2:15am. 
Wow, what a trip. I had a small meal of 

Nick’s dinner mix and went right to bed. But, 

hey, I didn’t get leg cramps that night! 

Sunday, June 30 

We slept in a bit on Sunday morning and 

(Continued from page 70) slowly went through the ritual of coffee, 

breakfast, and packing up camp. We com-

plain a lot about putting on cold wet gear, 
but actually once it is on, it’s really not that 

bad. I was the first one out of camp because I 

knew I’d be slow. I took my time, and sure 

enough, by the time we were in the historic 

Cove Creek, I was at the tail end. But, we all 

made it out in due time to a very pretty, but 

hot day. Instead of making Nick wait for me 

at the entrance, I met Nick and Joe at the 
Mexican restaurant in Lewisburg. All in all, 

it was a good trip, with lots of new discover-

ies and more virgin cave still to find. 

 

The Numbers: 

 30 Stations 

 2 small loops 

Eric Pelkey in virgin trunk passage - Echo River. 

 1896 feet 

Leads List:  

 Walking lead on east wall at 
DMW6 

 Possible lead/ledge on east 

wall at DMW10 

 Upper level phreatic passage 
going both upstream and 

downstream at DMW16 

 Upper level passage on east 
wall at DMW21  

 Upper level passage on east 

wall at DMW22 (probably same 
as that at DMW21) 

 Stream passage at DMW28 

 Walking passage at DMW30 
going north 

Eric Pelkey and Chris Coates in Echo River. 

Frostick, Kevin Flannagan, 

Emily Brent, Holly Mag-

num, Kara Schneide.  We 
went in with 10 cavers; the 

same 10 met in the parking 

area afterwards to change 

and ride home.  The trip 

was comprised of old farts 
and new cavers.  One of the 

new cavers blew out both of 

her boot soles (old used 

boots!) on the way 

in.  These were fixed with 

duct tape and spare shoe-
laces.  Group also saw two 

pale, pinkish salamanders 

with reduced eyes, red gills, 

   (Quick Trips continued from     

 page 69) 

and fat tails in pools on the 

way to the back of the 

cave.  (Spring Salaman-

ders?).  Trish fished everyone 

thru the sandy stream crawl 
to the bitter end.  On the way 

out, Trish led 4 cavers out the 

#3/Telephone Pole En-

trance.  Mary Sue took the 

remainder (old farts) back out 
the Historic Entrance.  It was 

HOT outside!  About 80 people 

attended the WVACS Classic.  

9/2007: Mammoth Cave, KY 

– Martin DiLeggi shared a ca-

noe trip from September 2007 
on the Green River, canoed 49 

miles over 7 days below Col-

lins property on Flint Ridge 

and to the Green River Ferry – 

Mammoth Cave National Park 
by river. Went into Great On-

yx Cave and did the Coleman 

Lantern Tour. 

7/6/2019: Grayledge 

Cave, VA – Martin DiLeggi 

did a trip to Purgatory 

Valley with Ron Morgan 

and went to Grayledge 
Cave. It is unique because 

water flows out of a spring 

down the mountain into 

the cave. Owned by Craig 

and Harriet Wilkes and is 
open. Cave is only about 

60’ long and has a nest of 

black spiders in the en-

trance.  
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Article by Mark Minton and Photos by Vonny Droms and Dave Socky 

The name of this cave has been omit-

ted due to sensitive land owner rela-

tions. The cave is closed except for 

owner approved science and survey. 

On Tuesday, July 30, 2019 Bob Alder-

son, Yvonne Droms, Dave Socky and I 

met Mark Hodge at the gate to the Cave. 

Our plan was to check a lead that Mark 

H had seen near the end of Katelyn’s 

Attic, but he didn’t feel well and decided 

not to join us. The rest of us entered a 

little past 11 am and spent a bit of time 

at the gate where we lubricated the lock 

with graphite and tested keys. Surpris-

ingly, water levels were roughly the 

same as they had been a month ago. We 

expected lower water, but there must 

have been more rain locally than we 

thought. 

Our travel to the Beginner’s Luck (BL) 

Survey (lead-in to Katelyn’s Attic) was 

straightforward. Once there, we spent 

considerable time route finding and 

checking side leads and climbs. The area 

is a complex jumble of large drop blocks 

on many levels with the stream weaving 

around through the breakdown at the 

bottom, so possibilities abound. We 

found a few places that looked worthy of 

further investigation and future survey. 

We finally arrived at our objective at 

station MB6. We 

weren’t positive that 

was the right place, 

so Dave and Yvonne 

continued a short 

distance farther up-

stream to the Jedi 

Connection to be 

sure. The connection 

is still open; in fact 

they both went 

through it before 

realizing where they 

were. In the mean 

time, I dug up 

through breakdown 

in a couple of differ-

ent places and recon-

nected to Katelyn’s attic near the red 

webbing climb-down. One of those new 

connections is actually now the pre-

ferred route. 

One shot into our lead there was a large 

cross joint, which unfortunately termi-

nated on both ends. The stream passage 

ahead was a low crawl, following the 

main flow downstream. As Mark H had 

recalled, there was an infeeder at a right-

angle corner several feet inside. It 

pinched almost immediately, but turned 

out to carry noticeably warm water, alt-

hough we did not 

have a thermometer 

to measure it. Con-

tinuing downstream, 

the passage became 

too tight after one 

more shot. Interest-

ingly, a parallel 

“dry” mud crawl 

went equally far in 

the same direction, 

and intersected a 

small cross joint. 

One way connected 

back to the active 

downstream termi-

nus while in the other direction I was 

able to climb up and reconnect to Kate-

lyn’s Attic near where we had climbed 

back down to the stream on our way in. 

That was the third new connection to 

Katelyn’s Attic from the lower stream 

passage that we made that day. None of 

them had looked doable from the top, 

but all were easy digs from the bottom. 

Since we were out of leads here, we 

packed up and headed back to one of our 

previously identified prospects. We took 

one of my new routes up to Katelyn’s 

Attic, and derigged the old rope on our 

way out. We left the rope and some rig-

ging hardware at another lead I had 

found in Katelyn’s Attic near station 

BL18. It had air and might lead to a 

missing section of the active stream pas-

sage, but will require vertical gear and a 

drill to rig. 

Back down in the stream, we surveyed a 

low infeeder at station BL4 that Bob had 

checked on the way in. It was curious 

because although it started out going 

upstream, after a few stations it crossed 

a small divide and became downstream! 

(Continued on page 73) 
Dave and Bob climbing up to  

Katelyn’s Attic (Yvonne Droms)  

Yvonne going back through the  

Jedi Connection (Dave Socky)  
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The source for both branches came from under the wall 

and was not passable. The low stream crawl made a U-

turn and became too small to follow just short of recon-

necting with the main stream. I had stayed back in the 

main passage and could clearly communicate with the 

survey team through small spaces in the breakdown near 

BL3. 

It was 8 PM and we were all slimed with mud and cold 

from being wet all day, so we called it quits. Travel out 

took an hour and 20 minutes, putting us back at the cars 

at 9:20 PM after a roughly 10.5-hour trip. We surveyed 

345 feet, and tied up several loose ends. There is still mop

-up survey to be done in the area, and one good vertical 

lead. 

(Continued from page 72) 

Dave, Bob and Mark in Beginner’s Luck 

(Yvonne Droms)  

Mark, Dave and Bob in the fault zone fissure 

(Yvonne Droms)  

Dave and Bob beginning HK Survey  (Yvonne Droms)  

Bob going through the Ear Dip (Yvonne Droms)  
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Bob Alderson in the HK Survey (Yvonne Droms)  

Article and Photos by David Socky 

Participants: 
 ES Survey - David Socky, Bob 

Alderson, and Chris Coates 

 NP Survey – Dave West, Karen 

Willmes, and Bill Koerschner 

 

It seems the Alpine Inn is closed, the inn 

itself and the restaurant. The word is 

they are going through a change in own-

ership. So Dave West, Karen Willmes, 

and Bill Koerschner stayed at the Econo-

my Inn in Elkins, WV. Bob Alderson 

and I camped and Chris Coates drove 

over from Harrisonburg, VA on Satur-

day morning. We all met at the parking 

area for the cave at around 10am.  

After checking DistoX2s and gearing up, 

we traipsed up and over the ridge, find-

ing the Cave Hollow Entrance with few 

problems. The gate was a bit finicky, but 

we eventually got it open. Again, the 

complaint was that someone with small 

hands is required to get the gate open 

because of the tight confines around the 

latching mechanism. 

We headed into the cave just about 

11am, proceeding quietly so as not to 

disturb the bats. We watched for the 

white salamanders, but didn’t see any in 

the pools, not even the smaller off white 

salamanders we had seen in June. We 

soon reached the in-feeder that leads to 

the 360 Junction Room and squeezed 

through the tight up-climb, and contin-

ued through the narrow winding canyon 

passage until reaching the intersection at 

NA31. This is where we split up, with 

Dave West and team starting their sur-

vey toward the Morgantown Grotto 

Room, while our team headed to the end 

of the NA survey downstream of the 

Eastern Stream Passage. 

We reached the end of the previous sur-

vey at NA50 without incident. After a 

short snack we got our gear out and 

started the survey. Heading north-north 

west, after only 20 feet, the cave opened 

up into a large room filled with giant 

drop-blocks which reached within 10 

feet of the ceiling. There was a tall can-

yon like passage along both the right 

hand wall and through the middle of the 

room. To the left we found the low 

(Continued on page 75) 

Chris Coates checking a high lead 

Porters Cave Update 
 

BRG tried to go to Porter's Cave, 

Alleghany Co. VA the other week-

end. 

 There is a NEW lock on the cave 

gate; however, the owners do not 

have the keys to the new lock. 

 If you are going to Porter Cave 

in the near future, call ahead and 

check to see if the owners have 

the correct keys. 

 If you have the key to the new 

lock, please make a copy of it 

and give it to the cave owners.  

Thanks! 
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crawl route which allowed us to connect 

back to NA49, making a small loop. 

Given the undercuts on the right and the 

low overcut on the left, the room is 50 

feet wide by 50 feet long and 20 feet 

high (if the drop-blocks were taken out). 

We named this room the “Fold and Fault 

Room” because of the possible folds and 

faults that were evident. On the north-

west side of the room there was a section 

that looked like “Slick and Slides” on 

the ceiling. There was also a lot of ani-

mal scat along the left hand side of the 

room, up on ledges. There was a tight 

lead at ES8 which goes, but it wasn’t 

pushed.  

The main passage continued out of the 

north-west side of the room at ES10. 

Again, after only 20 feet, the passage 

opened up into another wide room filled 

with drop-blocks, including more animal 

scat. This time the room was only 30 

feet wide. After 60 feet the survey 

dropped off the last drop-block and went 

through a couple of shallow pools that 

the stream flowed through. At this point, 

the passage was a more modest 10 to 15 

feet wide and 15 to 20 feet high. At 

ES16 we encountered a low and wet 

lead on the right (east). We surmised this 

was the small narrow passage that goes 

to “Gordon’s Delirium”.  

After the right hand lead, the passage 

gradient increased and the floor turned 

into that smooth, black sandstone with 

swirling chutes and deep potholes with 

the stream flowing noisily down the 

passage. After 40 feet, the passage 

jogged to the east and then back to the 

north going from a sand and gravel floor 

back to a series of smooth black pot 

holes. Another jog to the east and then 

back to the north at ES20 where there 

was a large walking side lead on the 

right. We are pretty sure this side lead 

goes to the Subway, the Diamond Rock 

Room, and the Bill Showalter Room. 

But our goal was to continue north and 

finish off the Eastern Stream Passage, so 

we skipped past this walking lead. 

We continued north through nice 20 foot 

wide passage, getting some of the longer 

shots of the day. We got fifty, sixty, and 

seventy foot shots through this very nice 

passage until at ES23 the main passage 

turned to the north-east, while the stream 

(Continued from page 74) took off down a narrow passage on the 

left, heading north-west. Chris crawled 

into this tight lead and pushed for 150 

feet or so. He said it continued, but was 

very “Snuggly”. Translation – it was 

pretty tight, probably something I either 

wouldn’t be able to fit through, or would 

cringe at trying to squeeze through. We 

left that this as a “small person” lead. 

The old map shows this lead as ending 

after going only about 40 to 50 feet. 

After the stream lead, the main passage 

jogged between north-east and north-

west four times in 30 to 50 foot sections 

before finally ending in a breakdown 

choke at ES29. This whole section had a 

sand, dirt, and mud floor with lots of rat 

scat on the edges of the passage. There 

was also a lot of bat guano on the floor 

between ES24 and ES27. It wasn’t piles 

of guano, but individual pellets evenly 

distributed across the dirt. We saw one 

bat on the ceiling at ES26. It was not a 

large bat, but too far away to be able to 

identify. Later on during our survey, we 

saw a bat flying around in a number of 

different places. We couldn’t tell wheth-

er it was the same one, or different bats, 

but we never saw multiple bats at the 

same time. 

At the end of the passage at ES29, the 

stream was coming out of a tight lead on 

the right hand side of the room. This is 

shown as a dashed passage on the old 

map. Again, if anything, it’s a “Small 

Person” lead. The water ran down the 

passage in a channel from ES28A to 

ES26 where it cut across to the western 

side of the passage and continued under 

the wall. At ES25 there was a tight crack 

we could get into which gave access to 

the water lead that continued as a stoop 

way going north-west. We surveyed this 

small stream passage for 160 feet or so 

until it got to the point where you would 

have to army crawl or belly crawl in the 

water. Not wanting to get totally soaked, 

we turned around even though the pas-

sage kept going. The old map shows this 

as a dashed line, coming real close to the 

Cave Hollow entrance.  

We still had energy to continue, so we 

proceeded to ES20 and started surveying 

down the large walking lead. This pas-

sage was very nice, about 10 feet wide 

by 10 to 15 feet high with a soft dirt 

floor and little breakdown. After 80 feet 

there was a lead on the left, which heads 

to the Diamond Rock Room. We contin-

ued straight, generally heading east, with 

the passage slowly getting larger until at 

ES46 the cave turned into a large, wide, 

complicated breakdown area. At this 

point, Bob called uncle, claiming sketch-

er burnout. I don’t blame him, since 

sketching the cave in front of us would 

have been a real chore. It was 9pm.  

We had a bite to eat, drank some water, 

packed up our survey gear, and headed 

out. The trip out was uneventful. We 

reached the entrance around 9:50pm, but 

by the time we got all our stuff together 

and got the gate locked, it was 10:30pm. 

It was a very good trip - we had sur-

veyed 1468 feet in an 11.5 hour trip.  

Chris Coates and Bob Alderson in the Eastern Stream Passage 
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OVERVIEW: 

The Fall VAR 2019 is hosted by 
the DC & Baltimore grottos and 
will be September 26-29, 2019 at 
the Friars Hole Cave Preserve in 
Lobelia, WV  
 
REGISTRATION: 

Preregistration price will be $40 
for adults and $25 for children 5 
to 14. Children under 5 are free. 
Pre-registration must be post-
marked by September 14, 2019. 
Sorry, we cannot guarantee din-
ner for those who do not pre-
register. PayPal will be accepted. 
Prices will be $5.00 higher on 
site. 
 

CAMPING AREA: 
We will be camping in a large, 
mowed cow pasture right next to 
the cave. Plenty of porta-potties 
will be supplied. Smaller campers 
are welcome, but larger RVs 
might have a difficult time. There 
are no hookups. This is primitive 
camping. Bring your own food, 
water, and everything you need 
for the weekend. Here are few 
stores close by. Stock up in 
Lewisburg, WV. This is a BYOB 
event.  
 

T-SHIRTS: 
T-shirts will be available by pre-
order only. Shirts will be solid 
gray with our designs and are 
made of a 100% polyester, super
-soft athletic, quick-drying, sweat-
wicking material that is perfect for 
caving! T-shirts are available in 
both mens' and womens' styles, 
and will be $15 for XS, S, M, L, 
and XL, and $17 for 2CL, 3XL, 
and 4XL.  

HOTELS: 
The nearest hotels are in Marlin-
ton, WV and Lewisburg, WV. 
 

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY: 
We will be opening on Thursday 
for those who want to come for a 
long weekend. Cave on your own 
on Thursday and Friday.  

 
CAVING: 
Friars Hole is the largest cave in 
West Virginia, with almost 50 
miles of passage, and there are 
two entrances immediately adja-
cent to the campground. There 
are many other great caves with 
a short distance, including Cul-
verson Creek, the WVCC's Lobe-
lia Saltpeter, Poorfarm, Borehole, 
and more. We are planning a 
kid’s trip somewhere, and we 
have had a special request for a 
geezers trip.  
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: 
Don't want to get dirty? There are 
lots of other local above ground 
activities including Beartown 
State Park ("cave without a 

roof"), Biking/Hiking on the 
Greenbrier River Trail, kayaking 
on the Greenbrier River, Droop 
Mountain Battlefield, the Green-
bank National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory, Cass Scenic Rail-
road, The Falls of Hills Creek, and 
Cranberry Glades.  
 

SATURDAY EVENING: 
Saturday's dinner will be catered 
by Blue Roof Caterers and will 
feature pork and chicken BBQ, a 
vegetarian option, macaroni and 
cheese, baked beans, coleslaw, 
tea, lemonade, and desserts.  
 
Keeley Owens and other possible 
speakers will discuss the history 
and recent discoveries in the Fri-
ars Hole System.  BYOB for the 
evening party and bonfire. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING: 
VAR Business Meeting under the 
big tarp near registration.  
 

STAY TUNED!  Check  http://
var.caves.org/index.php/events/
fall-var  for updates.   

T-Shirt Front 
T-Shirt Back 

http://var.caves.org/index.php/events/fall-var
http://var.caves.org/index.php/events/fall-var
http://var.caves.org/index.php/events/fall-var
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Fall VAR 2019 Registration Form 
September 26-29, 2019 

Friars Hole Cave Preserve, Lobelia, WV 
 

Name:   NSS #:    
 

Address:    
 

Phone:  E-mail:    
 

Emergency Contact:    
 

Other members of your household attending with you (one form per household, please): 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please make checks payable to Baltimore Grotto and send to: 

 
Kim Fleischmann  

115 Stoneleigh Road 

Bel Air, MD 21014-2837 

 
We can also accept PayPal. Send a personal transfer on https://www.paypal.me/baltimoregrotto and e-mail a completed copy of this 

registration form to Kim at kfleisch@juno.com. 

 
Pre-registrations must be postmarked by September 14, 2019. Prices $5 higher on-site. 

  Quantity Price Each Total 

Adults (15 and up)   $40   

Children (5-14)   $25   

Children (5 and under)   Free   

Extra small T-shirts   $15   

Small T-shirts   $15   

Medium T-shirts   $15   

Large T-shirts   $15   

XL T-shirts   $15   

2XL T-shirts   $17   

3XL T-shirts   $17   

4XL T-shirts   $17   

Total ------ ------   

https://www.paypal.me/baltimoregrotto
mailto:kfleisch@juno.com

