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Lost My Sole But Found Myave Legs
B yMarian McConnell and Friends
I't had been too | on n on
BRG caving trip; S 0 get
back wunderground wi ew
caving friends on S nd to
Lost World Caverns V. ‘
Lauren Appel, and r,
Nick Schmalenberger ia),
joined Susan Burr, pvid
Socky, Mary Sue Soc b T,
and me to gear up i LylrLe, op: ni
Draperies. Photo by Dave Socky
ding that she and Dav
evening before. Jef f
man met us there, but Je a d urt
back so they opted %owtlorblghot%tg/f_qur.enAppe

L& R: Nick Schmalenberger, Lauren Appel,
Marian McConnell, Susan Burr, Mary Sue
Socky, Doug Feller, Dave Socky, Trish Geiger

the sol e waWe cpari mmige d
up with a shoel ace f
rescent orange duct t
The cave was beautif
we were glad it was
and we had time to s
pict Weessaw a few ca\

changing room in stbut no sal amamed epcolor
Wor | d f alchiilsi twass . N particular was espe
BRG trip; he has s edXxooked deep, bawed u
perience including edid have one <c¢climb
rescue training. py handline; as Susan pr
both cave owner s, e ardd cey as Evtriyonkewas
Steve Charlton. Thecrewadmlrlngformat|ons about spotting and t e
We entered the CommerCPIhotolbySusanEEurr th@OUg,d Susanh, tauren,
cave throsgbckbhd weft sho , te to chec out t
and then headed i}f"b‘rernnenev?f“lefp f@%&?’“Bg%@%b'e to see where
tioMary Sue decided 08t uyfht paRkth Waksie: odNd has bkoPwk!
she was a bit hung©RSePUt, 8k Me p\ﬁé:ci( i1t t 7 &Mrpk edln gt hajty 1

al'so made sure to [t RIMEEGE sthape TakpC

the last two cavingalgr ifhsn l'afdd PBRLde Ot T

people who | ost theacdsi9%!meeSi dOfmfy pRAEBET b

shoeAs. we got movingg uavgearlbllnrnsw N ckiterwar

said I"d better chegk| Myo!l&efimMebrO@4n SkE

Dave Socky in squeeze near end of
cave. Photo by Doug Feller

sol e

Mari anos
Photo by Susan Burr

of

cave

stor|es"and |

i s DasesSeckydadmiring a rimstone

pool. Photo by Lauren Appel
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Gating Big Bone Cave in Natural Chimney Park

Article aMarkModgeos by

Ap.r|I.18, 2018 F
This is pgotngfstheeynand

dig project at Natural Chi mn

al Park near Mt. Solon, VA.

Rick Lambert and | met early

day and took t-made R A

steel |lid (easily '

the culvert up to
remove a couple of .
then were able to

Cutting the holes for the locking
pipes. One of them can be seen off
to the right. These will make the
culvert secure against all but the
= most determined of gate breakers.
Rick Lambert and the Our goal was to make the cave en-

big pile of tools. trance safe and protect the bones
inside. | think we got there today.
place. Then comedy ensued.
We neglected to remove ea}]O&oHptlg Oufm Us o
protruding roots alnaettheé/ edtoppoefd tth thot
culvert from reachtln%i(ljg iraeggti e aptl | ac
Ssix inches above a rbedro.cq< sM%l &'

! : . der’, RNi's boots, "just mo o
tried mightily to qutIIthoef Ctuhlevecgtlvbear' e
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out . f CRYPLSE§ |, d | a
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X o} pelp irno.u pkeide ka n
the eight foot culvelr gngutcuﬁthise i 58 have
with albawd#e managga\?ﬂ %P t hat B
. . : me o e u,.n eéj agais t he
ob ftairly e Bfy et pe BREC PR B 2 | au
he h rie § OH[.'HS w%t's Iba‘f = g
and e’" made I ou 'ThhetW' N°|ﬁ'?&('*i< res-
cue call out today. eenrance.asweel.. ic
) put a branch in to allow exit for
After that it was a ﬁtl mP eth‘eagfnh) to cut
top three feet off apylgecgt%rﬁ\fan}l Qhd taki

down to ground | ev ethere.Westilcouldadd about six

Ted Babinger, from mp'&eus cbssqftng)rtar@g[?hh? y
Parks and Recreat i oninstallgtignjeb bupthe heawyq = we
chatted for a while. Wiftingmselané now.ned t he
fact t hat we were going to get S 0 me
mortar mix and he graciously offered hi
guys up to help us <car w it to the cav
- And help they did. We g appreciat
The culvert, finally in place, before ed gt!

Rick cut the top three feet off.
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Spring VAR 2018 SnoCone Cave

Article ambavidPSookyos By
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Once the dust of rgonOJT}? 'tl?adt hseetcta}\é%', tos
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er plus one ot her e | Large drapery in Rhapsody Room
i 0t get . This wa first

d oohye. Above the water
y bathlhpassage taking off
t thTkli waiss were a cl i m

ed to get into this v

n
d cave trip, and
n on five wild ¢
great in spite
dbmoder ated excur si

't was a fun cave ceze®oing down the webbir
slippery mud slopes ithdoing an arm rappel
beauti ful formation mbsMost of our group we

diaper sling and an e
a | ot easier on the &
Getting out of the c:
ing a steep mud sl op
used a handled ascenit
remember, this was a
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VAR dinner, barely.
a

Bill Walker, Taylor Love, and River Mark Hodge posing by
at the top of Rhapsody Room some cool formations
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A Pleasant Trip into Dam #4 Cave

Article ahyhnPtiot os By
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Bat leaves Endangered Species List
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